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IDF Escalation Amid Withdrawal Pressure, and
a Residential Burning Campaign in Nabatieh

161 incidents and 12 confirmed fatalities. Israeli forces initiated 92 operations (57 percent),
the highest of the post-MoU period, concentrated in Nabatieh (79 incidents) and paired with a

systematic burning of border housing that signals consolidation, not withdrawal.
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Political Context: IDF Escalation Amid Withdrawal Pressure

The 14 to 20 July 2026 period recorded the highest IDF operational tempo of the post-MoU environment: 92
incidents, 57 percent of all activity, a sharp increase from the prior week’s 71. The escalation was
concentrated in Nabatieh and included airstrikes, a guided missile strike that killed two on the Ali al-Taher
heights on 16 July, and a systematic campaign of burning and demolishing residential properties across

southern border communities.

This intensification comes precisely as US pressure on Israel to redeploy from both Lebanon and Syria has
become public, with President Trump reported to have urged the Israeli prime minister to withdraw. Israel
has still not redeployed from the two Lebanese pilot zones it committed to vacate under the framework
agreement, and the US-brokered talks addressing that stalemate produced no announced movement.
Against this backdrop, an operational surge and a housing-destruction campaign indicate that Israel is

consolidating its southern Lebanon posture rather than preparing to reduce it.

Data Analysis

Israeli Armed Forces initiated 92 of 161 incidents, 57 percent, the highest absolute and proportional IDF
count of the post-MoU period, up sharply from 71 the prior week. The escalation featured airstrikes on
Nabatieh al-Fawqga on 14 July, a guided missile strike killing two on the Ali al-Taher heights on 16 July, and a
systematic residential burning and demolition campaign across southern border communities. Of 12
confirmed fatalities, four occurred at Al-Ghandouriyeh from UXO and IED detonations on 14 July, two from

the Ali al-Taher missile strike, and six from road-traffic, hazard and security incidents elsewhere. Nabatieh

dominated with 79 incidents, 49 percent of the total, and the peak day was 20 July with 42 incidents.

FIGURE 2 - INCIDENT TEMPO, ACTORS AND GEOGRAPHY, 14-20 JULY 2026
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Left: daily incidents against confirmed fatalities, showing the 20 July surge to 42 events. Centre: initiating actors,

with Israeli forces (in red) responsible for 92 of 161 incidents. Right: incidents by governorate, led by Nabatieh (79).

SOURCE SARI Global monitoring, 14-20 July 2026 (n = 161).
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FIGURE 1 - LEBANON — NATIONWIDE INCIDENT DISTRIBUTION, 14-20 JULY 2026
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160 geolocated incidents clustered by proximity; marker size reflects incident count and colour the dominant
category. Activity concentrates overwhelmingly in Nabatieh and the southern border zone, with ordinary road,

crime and hazard incidents dispersed across Mount Lebanon, Beirut and the north.

SOURCE SARI Global monitoring, 14-20 July 2026 (n = 161; 160 geolocated). Boundaries: Natural Earth 1:10m.
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Trend Analysis

Trend 01 — IDF Escalation and the Residential Burning Campaign: Consolidation, Not
Withdrawal

The single most important development of the week is the sharp escalation in Israeli military activity, from
71 incidents the prior week to 92 this week, 57 percent of all recorded activity and the highest IDF
operational tempo of the entire post-MoU period. This was not merely a numerical increase but a qualitative
intensification. Alongside airstrikes on Nabatieh al-Fawqa on 14 July and a guided missile strike on the Ali al-
Taher heights that killed two on 16 July, Israeli forces conducted a systematic campaign of burning and
demolishing residential properties across the border communities of Nabatieh, including Zawtar al-
Shargiyah and numerous other villages. The deliberate destruction of housing stock is analytically distinct
from surveillance or even targeted strikes: it is a method of rendering an area uninhabitable and preventing
the return of displaced residents, effectively creating a depopulated buffer zone through the destruction of

the civilian built environment.

The timing of this escalation is its most significant feature. It coincides directly with the emergence of public
US pressure on Israel to redeploy from both Lebanon and Syria. Israel has still not redeployed from the two
Lebanese pilot zones it committed to vacate, and the US-brokered talks addressing that stalemate produced
no announced movement. Against this diplomatic backdrop, an operational surge and a housing-destruction
campaign send an unambiguous signal that Israel is consolidating its southern Lebanon posture rather than
preparing to reduce it. For humanitarian and civilian actors, this means the post-MoU environment is
deteriorating rather than stabilising, and that the prospect of return for displaced border communities is

receding rather than approaching.
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‘ FIGURE 3 - NABATIEH AND THE SOUTHERN BORDER ZONE, 14-20 JULY 2026
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The southern zoom shows the density of Israeli operations across Nabatieh and the border communities, with the

Al-Ghandouriyeh dual-detonation site (four killed, 14 July) and the Ali al-Taher heights marked. This is the
geography of an active campaign, not a post-ceasefire settlement.

SOURCE SARI Global monitoring, 14-20 July 2026. Boundaries: Natural Earth 1:10m.

Operational implications. Reassess the southern Lebanon operating environment as actively deteriorating.
The residential burning campaign indicates that border communities will remain uninhabitable for the
foreseeable future, with direct consequences for any return, reconstruction or shelter programming. Monitor the
IDF operational tempo weekly as the leading indicator: continued escalation would confirm consolidation, while

a sudden reduction could signal a shift in the US-Israel negotiation. Brief all southern Lebanon staff that the
security trajectory is worsening despite the diplomatic track.

Trend 02 — Explosive Remnant Contamination: The Persistent Civilian Toll in the Border Zone
The deaths of four people in two separate explosive detonations at Al-Ghandouriyeh on 14 July, combined
with the Al-Mansouri Lebanese Army vehicle explosion on 18 July, highlight a category of harm that persists
independently of the active IDF campaign: the lethal contamination of the southern border zone by
unexploded ordnance and explosive remnants of war. The Al-Ghandouriyeh dual detonation, a UXO blast
followed by a further explosive device, points to severe and widespread contamination in a single

community. The Al-Mansouri incident, in which a suspicious object detonated inside a Lebanese Army
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vehicle, extends the risk to state security forces conducting clearance and patrol operations in areas of

intensive prior conflict.

This contamination is a direct legacy of the pre-MoU conflict period and the ongoing IDF operations, and it
will continue to produce civilian and security-force casualties long after any cessation of active hostilities.
The burning and demolition of housing compounds the problem, since destroyed structures and disturbed
ground can conceal or displace ordnance, complicating future clearance. For communities that may
eventually attempt to return, the explosive-remnant threat represents a durable barrier to safe resettlement

that will require systematic, resourced clearance operations over an extended period.

Operational implications. Treat all southern border communities, and Al-Ghandouriyeh in particular, as high-
risk ERW environments. Prohibit off-road movement in Nabatieh border villages without mine-clearance
verification, and incorporate ERW-awareness briefings into all staff inductions for southern Lebanon operations.
Any return or reconstruction planning must be predicated on prior systematic clearance; advocate for

humanitarian mine-action resourcing in the border zone through relevant coordination mechanisms.

Trend 03 — The Two-Tier Security Reality: Active Conflict South, Ordinary Risk Elsewhere

The week’s data illustrates with unusual clarity the two-tier security reality that now characterises Lebanon.
In the south, and above all in Nabatieh, the environment is one of active conflict: airstrikes, guided missiles,
housing destruction and pervasive drone surveillance, producing a risk profile more consistent with an
ongoing military campaign than a post-ceasefire settlement. In the rest of the country, from Mount Lebanon
and Beirut to Keserwan-Jbeil and the north, the dominant risks are those of ordinary life in a strained state:
road-traffic accidents, criminal violence, recreational firearm incidents, industrial accidents and the routine
work of an active but under-resourced law enforcement apparatus. The fatalities outside the south this
week, a motorcycle accident in Akkar, a road collision in Keserwan, an electrocution in Saida and a firearm

incident in the north, all stem from this second tier.

This divergence has practical significance for how organisations calibrate their security posture across the
country. A single national threat level is inadequate. Operations in the south require conflict-grade security
management, current assessments before every movement, and the assumption that any location may be
struck without warning, while operations in the centre and north can proceed under standard protocols
focused on road safety, crime avoidance and hazard management. Israeli drone overflights of the Bekaa and
Baalbek-Hermel are a reminder that the boundary between the two tiers is not fixed and that the eastern

interior sits in an intermediate category warranting closer monitoring.

Operational implications. Maintain differentiated security postures by region rather than a single national
threat level. Apply conflict-grade protocols in Nabatieh and South Lebanon, standard protocols focused on road
and crime risk in Mount Lebanon, Beirut and the north, and heightened monitoring of the Bekaa and Baalbek-
Hermel given continued Israeli aerial surveillance. Ensure staff transitioning between regions receive a clear

briefing on the change in threat environment.
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Humanitarian Outlook

The 14 to 20 July 2026 period marks a deterioration in the southern Lebanon humanitarian environment. The
sharp escalation in IDF operations, and in particular the systematic burning and demolition of residential
housing across Nabatieh’s border communities, has direct and lasting humanitarian consequences: it
forecloses the return of displaced residents, destroys the shelter stock on which any return would depend,
and signals that the depopulation of the border zone is becoming a durable rather than temporary condition.
Organisations engaged in shelter, return and reconstruction programming for the south should recognise
that the operating premise of eventual return is receding, and plan accordingly for a protracted

displacement scenario.

The explosive-remnant contamination underscored by the Al-Ghandouriyeh deaths compounds this picture:
even were the active campaign to cease, the border zone would remain lethally contaminated and unsafe for
return absent systematic mine-action clearance. The 12 confirmed fatalities this week, spanning IDF strikes,
UXO, road accidents and criminal incidents, reflect the layered nature of Lebanon’s risk environment, but it is
the trajectory in the south, worsening rather than stabilising, that should most concern the humanitarian
sector. Lebanese Ministry of Public Health cumulative figures of 4,211 killed and 12,173 wounded as of 24
June have not been updated with July data; the fatalities documented here represent a minimum count

pending official release.

Risk Assessment Matrix

THREAT LIKELIHO IMPACT MITIGATION

oD
Nabatieh: active IDF campaign, not CRITICAL SEVERE Treat Nabatieh as an active conflict zone. No
post-ceasefire movement in border communities without current

assessment. Avoid Ali al-Taher and elevated terrain
near Nabatieh al-Fawqa.

Al-Ghandouriyeh and Nabatieh HIGH SEVERE No off-road movement in Nabatieh border villages
border: severe ERW contamination without mine-clearance verification. ERW-awareness

briefings for all southern Lebanon staff.

IDF escalation trajectory: HIGH SEVERE Monitor IDF tempo weekly as leading indicator. Brief
consolidation amid withdrawal staff that the southern trajectory is deteriorating
pressure despite the diplomatic track. Reassess return and

shelter premises.

South Lebanon: risk to Lebanese MEDIUM MODERATE  No border-area movement without current
Army and clearance operations assessment. Coordinate movement awareness with
the LAF. Avoid proximity to army clearance

operations.
Eastern interior: expanding Israeli MEDIUM MODERATE  Heightened monitoring of Bekaa and Baalbek-Hermel.
aerial surveillance Treat overflights as a possible intelligence-

preparation indicator and report unusual patterns.
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Central and northern MEDIUM MODERATE  Standard protocols focused on road safety and crime

governorates: road and criminal avoidance. Enforce vehicle safety standards,

risk particularly on mountain roads such as Faitroun-
Mayrouba.
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Strategic Recommendations

1 Reclassify southern Lebanon as an active conflict environment and apply conflict-grade
protocols.
The escalation to 92 IDF incidents, 57 percent of the total, including airstrikes, a guided missile strike and
a systematic residential burning campaign, means the post-MoU framing of southern Lebanon as a
stabilising ceasefire environment no longer holds. Reclassify Nabatieh and South Lebanon as active
conflict environments requiring current assessments before every movement, the working assumption
that any location may be struck without warning, and no movement in border communities without SARI
Global clearance. Do not allow the calmer environment elsewhere to erode the discipline required for the

south.
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2 Recognise the residential burning campaign as a depopulation signal and revise return
programming.
The deliberate burning and demolition of housing across Nabatieh’s border communities is a method of
rendering the zone uninhabitable and preventing return, distinct from surveillance or targeted strikes.
Organisations engaged in shelter, return or reconstruction programming should recognise that the
premise of eventual return is receding and plan for a protracted displacement scenario, prioritising

support to displaced populations in their current locations over return-contingent planning.
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3 Treat the border zone as a high-risk ERW environment and advocate for mine action.

The four deaths at Al-Ghandouriyeh and the Al-Mansouri army vehicle explosion confirm severe
explosive-remnant contamination that will outlast the active campaign and bar safe return absent
systematic clearance. Prohibit off-road movement in Nabatieh border villages without mine-clearance
verification, incorporate ERW-awareness briefings into all southern Lebanon staff inductions, and
advocate through humanitarian coordination mechanisms for resourced mine-action operations as a

precondition for any future return or reconstruction.

4 Monitor the IDF operational tempo as the leading indicator of the US-Israel negotiation.

The IDF escalation coincides with public US pressure on Israel to redeploy from Lebanon and Syria and
with continued Israeli non-redeployment from the two Lebanese pilot zones. The weekly IDF incident
count is therefore a sensitive barometer of the underlying negotiation: sustained or rising activity
confirms consolidation, while a sudden reduction could signal movement toward compliance. Track this
metric weekly and treat a significant shift in either direction as a trigger for reassessing the southern

outlook.
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DATA AND ATTRIBUTION

This report and its underlying incident dataset are compiled and analysed by the SARI Global Analysis Team from
open-source monitoring and field reporting. The material is subject to copyright by SARI Global. Proper attribution
must be provided by referencing SARI Global as the source in any citation or onward use permitted under written

agreement.
Example citation: SAR/ Global, Lebanon Weekly SITREP, 14-20 July 2026.
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